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TheWord Made Fresh: A Call for a Renewal of the Evangelical Spirit

Christianity Today URL
Christianity Today
2002 2002 6 1 "Theologians Decry
'‘Narrow' Boundaries®, http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2002/007/10.18.html.

To be evangdlical isto be committed to the Lordship of Jesus Christ—the Word incarnate—
in al areas of ife and to the supreme authority of the canonical Scriptures-the written
Word-in al matters of faith and practice. To be evangdica aso entalls being
characterized by an irenic, Christlike spirit of love toward those with whom we disagree
and a cautious openness to the reform of tradition as the Spirit leads us to fresh
understandings of the Word that are even more faithful to the entirety of God' s revelation.
We oppose unfettered theological experimentation and accommodation to culture that
threatens the gospel of Jesus Christ. But we also deplore a present tendency among some
evangelicals to define the boundaries of evangelical faith and life too narrowly. For this
reason, we call evangelical leaders and thinkers to make room for reverent exploration of
new ideas and reconsideration of old ones without assuming too quickly that we know
what Scripture clearly does and does not teach.

Throughout history, evangelicals have courageously stood against attempts to
compromise biblical faith. Unfortunately, passionate resistance to error has repeatedly
also led to militant, separatistic habits of mind and heart from which evangelicals in the
mid-twentieth century struggled to free the movement. We are concerned that some
clamants to the evangelical heritage appear to be falling back into some of the more
onerous attitudes of fundamentalism. Out of this concern, we call all evangelicals to
acknowledge the value of the kind of genuine diversity and fresh reflection, grounded in
the written Word and centered on the incarnate Word, that has always been the hallmark
of the true evangelical spirit.

To this end, we cal al evangelical leaders and thinkers not to reject out of hand
constructive theological proposals that are reverently rooted in biblical reflection, even
when they chalenge aspects of what some consider to be the “received evangelical
tradition.” Rather than a sign of decline, constructive theological endeavor and rigorous
debate about theological issues are marks of evangelical theological vitality. Premature
closure of dialogue and debate by means of condemnations and threats of exclusion, in
contrast, disrupts community and often quenches the Spirit who brings new life and leads
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us toward ever more faithful readings of God' s Word. Therefore, we admonish all
evangelicals to resist attempts to propagate rigid definitions of evangelicalism that result
in unnecessary alienation and exclusion. And we call al evangdlicas to affirm the
genuine diversity and fresh reflection, rooted in the authority of the witten Word and
centered on the Word incarnate, that has always been the hallmark of the true evangelical

Spirit.

Let peace prevail among evangelicals. We pray not for peace at any price, but for peace
and harmony among equally God-fearing, Bible-believing, Jesus-loving evangelical
Christians who may find that they disagree about many secondary matters. We call all
evangelicals to rediscover and honor the motto: “In essentials unity, in nonessentials
liberty, in al things charity.” May the irenic spirit of generous orthodoxy that has
energized and unified the evangelical movement prevail in our evangelical theological
discourse. And may all evangelicals seek to renew the broad, historic evangelicalism that
honors the oneness of faith that unites all who trust in the Lord Jesus Christ and submit to
the authority of the Word.
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